
Understanding the UK Sponsorship Licence: A 

Guide for Employers 

Securing a UK Sponsorship Licence is essential for companies in the UK intending to hire 

foreign workers from outside the European Economic Area (EEA) and Switzerland. This licence 

grants businesses the authority to sponsor skilled workers and allows them to fill roles with 

international talent. For organizations looking to expand and diversify their workforce, 

understanding the requirements and benefits of a UK Sponsorship Licence is critical. 

What is a UK Sponsorship Licence? 

The UK Sponsorship Licence is issued by the UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) department, 

enabling UK-based businesses to employ non-UK residents legally. With this licence, 

companies can recruit under specific visa categories, primarily the Skilled Worker visa and the 

Intra-company Transfer visa. A Sponsorship Licence not only allows firms to bring in new talent 

but also helps in maintaining a competitive edge in a globalized market. 

Eligibility Criteria for Employers 

To apply for a UK Sponsorship Licence, companies must meet a set of eligibility criteria, 

ensuring they are legitimate and capable of managing the responsibilities tied to hiring foreign 

workers. Businesses must provide proof of operations within the UK, such as business 

registration documents, proof of financial stability, and a physical presence in the UK. 

Furthermore, employers must demonstrate a genuine need for the role and ensure that it meets 

the skill level required by UKVI guidelines. 

 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/sponsorship-licence/82.html


Types of Sponsorship Licences Available 

There are two primary types of Sponsorship Licences: 

1. Worker Licence: For hiring long-term, skilled workers, typically under the Skilled Worker 

visa route. This licence category is suited for businesses looking to fill permanent roles. 

2. Temporary Worker Licence: For companies intending to bring in workers for short-

term, specific purposes such as charity, creative projects, or religious work. 

Choosing the right type of licence depends on the nature of the business and the length of time 

for which the role needs to be filled. 

Application Process and Requirements 

Applying for a UK Sponsorship Licence involves several steps, including submitting an online 

application form and providing supporting documentation. Businesses must also appoint certain 

roles within the company, such as the Authorising Officer and Key Contact, who will be 

responsible for managing sponsorship duties. The application fee varies based on the size of 

the organization, with reduced fees available for charities and smaller businesses. Once 

submitted, UKVI typically takes several weeks to process the application, although fast-track 

options are available for urgent cases. 

Obligations and Compliance for Licence Holders 

After receiving a UK Sponsorship Licence, employers must adhere to a set of obligations and 

ensure ongoing compliance with UKVI regulations. Licence holders must report any significant 

changes, such as role changes for sponsored employees, and regularly update their records 

with UKVI. Failure to comply with these requirements could result in penalties or even the 

suspension of the licence. 

Renewing and Maintaining the Licence 

A Sponsorship Licence is typically valid for four years. Before it expires, businesses need to 

apply for renewal to continue hiring international employees. Proper record-keeping and 

compliance with immigration laws help ensure a smooth renewal process. 

In conclusion, the UK Sponsorship Licence offers UK businesses a gateway to hire skilled 

international talent legally, supporting the growth and success of many companies. 
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